= Articulate what 3- and 4-year-olds
need to know and be able to do.

= Provide a means to align a prekindergarten
curriculum with the Texas Essential

HEUECEIRENN  Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).
Curriculum

Guidelines

= Assist educators in making informed
decisions about curriculum content
and implementation.
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The first element of effective social studies instruction is
planning learning experiences based on the Prekindergarten
Curriculum Guidelines.

The guidelines assist teachers in developing high-quality
classroom programs for their prekindergarten students.

The Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines address all areas
of the early childhood curriculum, including language and
early literacy, math, science, social studies, fine arts, physical
development, and personal and social development.

The Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines:

Articulate what 3- and 4-year-olds need to know and be able
to do. Children who turn 5 during their prekindergarten year
are included in this age range.

Provide a means to align a prekindergarten curriculum with
the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

Assist educators in making informed decisions about

curriculum content and implementation.

S#
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Social Studies Concepts

e|ndividual,
Culture, and

Community  Social Skills and Attitudes
eHistory

Geography

eEconomics
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o Let's take a few minutes to become familiar with Handout 1:
“Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines.”

¢ Notice the four areas in the Social Studies section: Individual,
Culture, and Community; History; Geography; and Economics.

* Some of the guidelines refer to children’s understandings of social
studies concepts, while others refer to social skills and attitudes
that enable children to feel a sense of community and connection
with others and with their world.

* Read the descriptions and corresponding child accomplishments for
all four areas in Handout 1. Then use Handout 2: “Getting to Know
the Guidelines for Social Studies” to list examples of
accomplishments that address children’s understanding of social
studies concepts and some that describe social skills and attitudes.
During this activity, the difference between a concept and a social
skill/ attitude may not always be clear. However, the point is
simply to become familiar with the guidelines, so just make a quick
decision and continue working,.

For example, one concept under Individual, Culture, and
Community is “identifies similarities among people like

himself/herself and classmates....” What would be an example of a
social skill or attitude?

Call on a participant.
Any questions? You have 8 minutes.
Allow 8 minutes.

e What are some of the examples that you listed for social studies
concepts? Social skills and attitudes?

List three or four examples for each topic on the transparency (e.g., Concepts:
begins to understand cause-and-effect relationships; connects past with current
events; understands basic human needs; understands roles of community
workers. Social Skills and Attitudes: shares ideas and takes turns listening
and speaking; identifies and follows classroom rules; cooperates with others;
examines situations from another’s perspective).

e Handout 2: “Getting to Know the Guidelines for Social Studies’
e Pens/Pencils

5 ¢ Handout 1: “Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines”
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Links to the Kindergarten TEKS For Social Studies

PREKINDERGARTEN
CURRICULUM GUIDELINES

Individual, Culture,
and Community

History
Geography

Economics

KINDERGARTEN TEKS

Government, Citizenship,
Culture, Social Studies Skills

History
Geography

Economics

Science, Technology, and Society
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KF eachers of prekindergarten children have a foundation on which to
build instruction: the Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines and

the Kindergarten TEKS.

® The Prekindergarten Guidelines for Social Studies are directly
linked to the Kindergarten TEKS for Social Studies.

e The accomplishments identified in the Prekindergarten Guidelines
for the area of Individual, Culture, and Community appear in the
Kindergarten TEKS under the heading Government, Citizenship,
Culture, and Social Studies Skills. The Prekindergarten
Guidelines’ major content-area headings of History, Geography,
and Economics also have direct parallels in Kindergarten.

¢ Kindergartners also explore an additional area of knowledge under
the heading Science, Technology, and Society. Children identify
the uses of technology at home and at school and examine how
technology helps people meet their needs.

Both the Guidelines and the TEKS help teach students to participate
as members of their community. To build a community of learners
in your classroom, help children develop the self-understanding
that will serve as a foundation for learning about others and the
world around them.

TEA, 2000; TEA, 1998
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Creating an environment for meaningful,
high-interest experiences

When planning social studies experiences:
= Recognize and value the strengths of each child.

 Link social studies to children’s cultural and
linguistic background, personal knowledge, and
experiences, as well as to their families and
communities.

» Provide opportunities for children from diverse
backgrounds and abilities to learn side by side.

Implementing the Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines for Social Studies



This idea leads us directly to the second component of effective
social studies instruction: creating an environment for

meaningful, high-interest experiences.

Meaningful, high-interest experiences involve first-hand or real-
life opportunities for children to learn about new concepts and
ideas.

When planning social studies experiences:
* Recognize and value the strengths of each child.

¢ Link social studies to children’s cultural and linguistic
background, personal knowledge, and experiences, as

well as their families and communities.

¢ Provide opportunities for children from diverse

backgrounds and abilities to learn side by side.

Bredekamp & Rosegrant, 1995; NAEYC, 1997; Seefeldt, 2001
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Creating an environment for meaningful,
high-interest experiences

Culture: a system of values, beliefs, behaviors,
and understandings about the world.

Shared By All Shared By Some Unique

........
mmmmmmmmm
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Let’s examine the role of culture and its importance in
building a community of learners.

Everyone has his or her own culture. Culture refers to the
complex system of values, beliefs, everyday behaviors,
and understandings about the world held in common by a
group of people.

6#

Culture impacts everything we think and do, from our
ideas about right and wrong to our beliefs about gender
roles and polite behavior.

11eaI) -

Find Handout 3: “Sharing Culture Organizer.” For this
activity, write on a small sticky note one value, belief, or
behavior (custom) that is part of your family tradition or
culture.

For example, “In my family, we ....” (e.g., talk and openly
exchange ideas during meals; believe that children should be seen
but not heard; watch fireworks every 4th of July).

Then, take ten minutes to conduct a quick survey at your
table. As you take turns reading your notes, raise your
hands if you share that same value, belief, or custom.
Decide if the cultural characteristic is shared by all, shared
by some, or unique to one individual at your table. Using
one copy of Handout #3, place the notes in the
corresponding columns.

~Jugwuoaiaug ue bu

Allow 10 minutes. Then call on participants to quickly share
responses to the following questions:

How can you adapt this activity to focus children’s
attention on cultural similarities and differences?

What are ways that children’s cultural backgrounds can
have an impact on building a learning community?

Merriam-Webster, 1998; Tiedt & Tiedt, 1999

* Handout 3: “Sharing Culture Organizer”
* 1”7 x 2” sticky note pads

e Pens/Pencils
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Creating an environment for meaningful,
high-interest experiences

Learn about your children’s background knowledge,
families, and experiences.

6 Ay

What are some ways that you help build a bridge to
connect family, home, community, and school?
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/0 To create an environment that engages children in meaningful,
high-interest social studies experiences, learn about your
children’s background knowledge, families, and
experiences.

Ol#
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Look at Handout 4: “Creating a Community of Learners.”

When children share events from home, they tell us a lot about
what they already know and are interested in learning.

What are some of your classroom routines that help children
understand they are respected and valued members of your
class?

Ask 2 or 3 participants to share.

¢ What are some ways that you help build a bridge to connect
family, home, community, and school?

Ask 2 or 3 participants to share.

~Jugwuoaiaug ue bu

Bowman, 1992; NAEYC, 1997; Seefeldt, 2001

5 ¢ Handout 4: “Creating a Community of Leamers”
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Creating an environment for meaningful,
high-interest experiences

Teacher-led small groups:

* Promote a sense of common purpose and belonging

« Help you support and closely monitor children’s
understandings and tailor social studies instruction
to individual needs

v . 4 L/l I"‘/
Pt L
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Grouping arrangements and centers offer instructional settings that
can promote first-hand opportunities for children with different
backgrounds and abilities to learn side by side.

Using teacher-led small groups helps you promote a sense of
common purpose and belonging. In small groups, children have
more chances to participate and interact with you and their peers.

Teaching children in small groups helps you support and closely
monitor children’s understandings and tailor social studies

instruction to individual needs.

While you lead a small group, the rest of the class can work
individually or in other small cooperative groups. Working together
enhances children’s social skills and builds their understanding of

new concepts and skills.

I1#
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Creating an environment for meaningful,
high-interest experiences

Centers engage children in meaningful,
high-interest home, community,
and world experiences.

Implementing the Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines for Social Studies



Centers engage children in meaningful, high-interest home,

community, and world experiences.

A classroom that includes a variety of centers challenges children to
think and learn about all four areas addressed in the guidelines.

As children cooperate and work together in centers, they learn
social skills. In addition, they develop new social studies concepts
and skills and come face-to-face with the attitudes and values of
others.

Guidelines for using centers in your classroom are found on

Handout 5: “Using Centers to Enhance Social Studies Instruction.”
Take 2 minutes to look it over.
Allow 2 minutes.

The last page of the Handout mentions the Writing Center.
Opportunities for writing can also be included in many other

centers. For example, in the Kitchen Center in my classroom, I have

a pad and pencils for grocery lists. What are some of your ideas?
(This is a quick, brainstorming question. Call on four or five participants,
then move on.)

Seefeldt, 2001

5 * Handout 5: “Using Centers to Enhance Social Studies

Instruction”
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Creating an environment for meaningful,
high-interest experiences

Dramatic Play:

= occurs when children adopt roles
and attempt to recreate a
familiar situation through

pretend play !
= contributes to children’s

development of critical social

studies skills and concepts

e promotes language and early

literacy development
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e Dramatic play is another way to make social studies meaningful
and interesting for children. Many teachers devote at least one
center in their classrooms to dramatic play.

Through dramatic play, children explore the use of many key social
skills. They refine their understanding of many social studies
concepts, including the roles, responsibilities, and services provided
by community workers.

Dramatic play:

¢ occurs when children adopt roles and attempt to recreate a
familiar situation through pretend play,

¢ contributes to children’s development of critical social studies
skills and concepts, and

e Promotes language and early literacy development by helping
children develop vocabulary, conversational skills, narrative
abilities, and print awareness.

Dramatic play areas can be based on either real-life or storybook
settings.

Real-life settings, such as a supermarket, a doctor’s office, or a
restaurant, encourage children to reenact the social interactions they
have observed among adults in a particular place.

Storybook settings encourage children to reenact familiar stories
and to invent story-related dialogue.

Take a moment to look over Handout 6: “Enhancing Dramatic
Play.”

Myhre, 1993; Seefeldt, 2001

5 ¢ Handout 6: “Enhancing Dramatic Play”
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Integrating learning across the curriculum

Social Language and

Studies E gy EQIly Literacy

Theme

-

Science Mathematics

Implementing the Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines for Social Studies



/ ¢ Effective social studies instruction also includes integrating

learning across the curriculum.

Link activities and experiences between content areas

through thematic planning,

Many social studies concepts are developed as children build
connections between experiences and ideas across the content

areas of language and early literacy, mathematics, and science.

Integrating learning across the curriculum also includes other
topics within the guidelines, including health and safety,
technology applications, fine arts, personal /social
development, and physical development.

Let’s look at ways to use thematic planning to integrate social

studies with other areas of the curriculum.

Lenhoff & Huber, 2000
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Integrating learning across the curriculum

Thematic Planning

«Select a broad theme ~ “Families”

= Identify relevant social studies guidelines _

e Link to related guidelines in one or two other content areas

Encourage talk about families during ““Daily News”” time
(Language and Early Literacy)

Graph the number of people in each child’s family
(Mathematics)

< Build on children’s current knowledge and abilities
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Thematic planning allows teachers to plan learning experiences that
are meaningful and interesting to children, while integrating different
areas of the prekindergarten curriculum using a broad theme.

Find Handout 7: “Thematic Planning: Integrating the Content Areas.”
Thematic planning involves several steps.

Select a broad theme. Some sample themes are listed on your handout.
Identify relevant social studies guidelines.

Look back at Handout 1: “Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines.”

For a theme on “Families,” which social studies accomplishments from
the area of Individual, Culture, and Community can be addressed?

Possible suggestion: “identifies similarities among people like himself/herself
and classmates and people from other cultures.”

Link to related guidelines in one or two other content areas.

For example, through a “Families” theme, you can encourage talk
about families during “Daily News” time to incorporate the Language
and Early Literacy guideline of verbal expression. Then you can
address the Mathematics guideline of Classification and Data
Collection by making a graph of the number of people in each child’s
family.

Build on children’s current knowledge and abilities.

Provide opportunities for children to explore new concepts while
building on what is most familiar. For example:

1) Encourage children to build a model of their house with blocks, and
label the rooms to reinforce new vocabulary.

2) Invite parents to teach your class a favorite family song, then write
the words to the song on a chart and sing it again.

3) For English language learners, use their native language to link what
they have learned at home to what they are learning at school. In this
way, you are activating their prior knowledge to build a foundation for
new learning.

Davidson,1996; Myhre, 1993

Areas”
¢ Handout 1: “Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines”

5 * Handout 7: “Thematic Planning: Integrating the Content
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Integrating learning across the curriculum

Read and compare

books about families
Social Language and

Studies Early Literacy

Build a house Encourage talk
out of blocks i about families
and label the FETIES during “Daily
rooms News” time

Science Mathematics

Invite a parent to give a Graph the number of
cooking demonstration people in each family
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e Let’s look closer at the example of integrating learning across the
curriculum using the “Families” theme.

* The example of building a house out of blocks addresses the Social
Studies guidelines for geography: to create simple representations
of home, school, or community through drawings or block
constructions.

* As children label the rooms in their houses, they are also
developing vocabulary and verbal expression.

Enrichment activities, such as those included in the Fine Arts
guidelines, develop other important skills. For example, after
building the block design, children can draw their model on paper
and then share their drawings with their classmates.
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Integrating learning across the curriculum

«Use children’s literature to introduce
new concepts and activities

= Incorporate discussions and graphic
organizers

FAMILIES

Title of ~ Author Who is in How many  Where do
Book the family? ~ Peopleare in  they live?
the family?
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¢ Children’s literature can be used to introduce new concepts and
activities as well as to clarify and expand ideas and information.

e Incorporate discussions and graphic organizers to help children
interact with others as they acquire, organize, record, analyze, and
interpret their learning.

o]
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Using graphic organizers, such as the chart on the slide, extends
concepts introduced during story time and links language and early
literacy to social studies.

wnm
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Talking and responding to open-ended questions extends meaning
and helps children communicate their understandings.

\

Lenhoff & Huber, 2000; Wham, Barnhart, & Cook, 1996
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Integrating learning across the curriculum

Integrating Social Studies with
Language and Early Literacy

Literature is one way to introduce children to:

= problems and solutions
* new people, places, and things
= cause and effect relationships

 different viewpoints

» |likenesses and differences
among people

= dispelling stereotypes
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Let’s take a closer look at integrating social studies with one of the
other content areas: language and early literacy.

Literature is one way to introduce new concepts and skills and
help children make connections.

Both story and information books can be used to help children
understand social studies skills and concepts.

For example, books help children develop an understanding of
geographic concepts they may not have encountered in real life,

/aars e

such as “city”, “country”, “woods”, “river” or “mountains.”

Storybooks help children consider the relationships of story
characters as well as their problems and solutions, and the
sequence of story events.

Information books introduce children to a whole world of
fascinating new people, places, and things.

Children begin to understand cause and effect relationships and
refine their understanding of important social skills. (For instance,
What happened? Little Red Riding Hood nearly perished at the
hands of the wolf. Why? Because she ignored her mother’s
warning.)

Storybooks also help children become aware of different
viewpoints (such as Goldilock’s vs. Baby Bear’s perspective on the
porridge incident).

Story characters also help children appreciate likenesses and
differences among people and help dispel stereotypes. (For
instance, Ferdinand prefers to smell the flowers instead of fighting
with other bulls.)

Coonrod & Hughes, 1992; Lenhoff & Huber, 2000; Wham, et al., 1996
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Integrating learning across the curriculum
Integrating Social Studies with
Language and Early Literacy

Reading multicultural storybooks enhances

children’s awareness and attitudes towards
other cultures.

1. With a partner, select one of your
children’s books.

2. Complete Handout 8: Using Children’s
Literature.

3. List ways to adapt or extend the book.

Implementing the Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines for Social Studies



¢ Reading multicultural storybooks enhances children’s
awareness and attitudes towards other cultures.

61#

Keep in mind that it is not necessary for every book to depict a
child from every ethnic group, but it is important to have a
balance of groups reflected in children’s literature.

941 .

20

Read-aloud sessions and the discussions or activities related to
them can help make your curriculum meaningful to all children.

Our next activity explores the idea of using literature to help
children learn important lessons about who they are.

o;;gtlg

¢ With a partner, select one of your children’s storybooks.

wnm
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¢ Complete Handout 8: “Using Children’s Literature. ”
Decide on a theme (if applicable).

Use Handout 1 and determine the topic area from the guidelines
that your book addresses. Place a checkmark and write the
guidelines on the chart.

ssoaoy bu

Discuss the questions on Handout 8 with your partner.

You have 10 minutes.

Allow 10 minutes.

Coonrod & Hughes, 1992

* Handout 8: “Using Children’s Literature”
e Children’s books
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Supporting learning through scaffolding

Scaffolding instruction means:

= adjusting and extending
» challenging children

= enabling children
to learn

Implementing the Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines for Social Studies
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* Another important component of effective social studies
instruction is supporting learning through scaffolding.

® Scaffolding means adjusting and extending instruction,
challenging children, and enabling them to learn new
concepts and skills.

Scaffolding can be provided by teachers or peers, through
adjusting tasks, materials, or group size.

Davidson, 1996
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Supporting learning through scaffolding

<Build on what children already know
<Present new skills one at a time
Model and demonstrate

*Guide learning

Implementing the Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines for Social Studies



* Support children’s learning through scaffolding :

Before introducing new learning, build on what children
already know. Consider background knowledge, culture,
and experiences. For example, help children understand
the social roles and materials appropriate to specific
settings.

When you do introduce new concepts and skills, present
them one at a time.

Model and demonstrate what you want children to learn.

For example,

Think aloud so children can understand the thinking
processes that occur as you complete a task or activity.

Expand children’s language by modeling vocabulary and
appropriate use of words and phrases for specific settings

and situations.

Guide learning by supporting children as they explore
and investigate new ideas.

Provide a variety of grouping formats so children
regularly interact with you and other peers.

Gradually reduce the amount and type of support you
provide as children become more proficient with social

studies concepts and skills.

Notari-Syverson, O’Connor, & Vadasy, 1998
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Supporting learning through scaffolding

*Role-playing

eDramatic play helps
children understand their
=\ World and strengthen their (|
8\ social skills

22 .,_I;m:sf"*: ,,,,,
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ﬂ{ole-playing can be an effective way to scaffold children’s learning
of social skills and behaviors. Role-playing is teacher-directed for
an instructional purpose.

Skim over Handout 9: “Using Role-Play Techniques to Teach Social
Skills.” It presents a set of procedures to help children gain insights
into other’s viewpoints, as well as their own feelings.

Allow 2 minutes.

Dramatic play helps children understand their world and
strengthen their social skills. Dramatic play is usually child-
directed, but teachers also can use it to scaffold children’s learning.

Let’s practice some scaffolding techniques.

Form groups of three. Select one of the scripts on Handout 10:
“Scaffolding Dramatic Play.”

Read the script. Two of you will be the prekindergarten children
and the third will be the teacher.

Keep in mind that these scripts are simply examples of how one
teacher might interact with her children to keep the play going. In
your classroom, your dialogue will be guided by your students’,
and vice versa.

McGinnis & Goldstein, 1990

* Handout 9: “Using Role-Play Techniques to Teach Social Skills”
¢ Handout 10: “Scaffolding Dramatic Play”
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Monitoring children’s progress

e

° ObserVation

* Anecdotg] Recorgds
* Por tfolips

s Informal IntervieWS

- p
erformance Interviews
. Checklists
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Monitoring children’s progress is another important
component of effective social studies instruction.

Progress monitoring allows you to tailor learning experiences
and social interactions to both individual and group learning
needs.

You can collect information about children’s progress in a
variety of ways:

Observations can be done during center time, outdoor play,
group activities, discussion time, or snack time. Observing
children’s pretend play offers a wonderful window for
assessing their progress and needs.

Keep a notebook of anecdotal records — brief observations of
children’s social skills and concept development.

Include samples of children’s work in their portfolios.

Conduct informal interviews to reveal children’s thinking
about social studies topics.

In performance interviews, children can perform specific tasks
to demonstrate social studies concepts and skills.

Use checklists to record children’s progress towards the social
studies goals outlined in the Prekindergarten Curriculum
Guidelines.

Davidson, 1996
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Monitoring children’s progress

Use student progress-monitoring data to
inform instruction

Collect performance information several
times a year

Establish a record-keeping system
Study the information

Incorporate findings into instruction
Share progress information with parents

Implementing the Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines for Social Studies



Use student progress-monitoring data to inform your
instruction.

Plan to collect performance information from individual
students several times a year. Do this at least:
e once at the beginning of the year,
to establish a baseline for measuring progress;
¢ once mid-year; and
e once near the end of the year.

Establish a record-keeping system for individual students.
Many teachers use portfolios to show children’s progress

over the year.

Study the information by comparing a child’s individual
needs with the needs of others in the class. Ask yourself:

1) Is the child making progress?

2) Do particular children need more instruction for certain
concepts or skills?

3) CanI group children with similar needs for more
instruction with me?

Then ask: How can I incorporate the findings into my
instruction? What's the next step?

Finally, be sure to share the children’s progress information
with their parents.

b#
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Effective Social Studies Instruction Involves:

Implementing the Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines for Social Studies



/ e For this activity, you will develop a thematic lesson plan which
incorporates the components of effective social studies
instruction.

Let’s quickly review. What are the five components?
List the components on the slide:

e planning learning experiences based on the Prekindergarten
Curriculum Guidelines;

e creating an environment for meaningful, high-interest social
studies experiences;

e integrating learning across the curriculum;

e supporting learning through scaffolding; and

e monitoring children’s progress.
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A Thematic Lesson Plan

Texas Center
fo Resing

“ “Putting It All Together
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Find Handout 11 and Reprint 1.

Handout 11: “Activities for Implementing the Social Studies
Guidelines” provides suggestions for integrating social studies
into a variety of activities.

Reprint 1: “Calendar Reading: A Tradition That Begs
Remodeling” presents innovative calendar events for
representing abstract concepts to help preschoolers understand
time.

Take a few minutes to preview these resources. We encourage
you to read them carefully later.

Work with a partner to complete Handout 12: “Putting it All
Together.” Choose a theme from the list of examples and an
activity from Handout 11 to plan a lesson that integrates social
studies with other areas of the curriculum.

You have 12 minutes.
Allow 12 minutes.

Call on various participants to share their ideas and write them on the
transparency.

This handout can be useful as a guide to develop your own
lesson plans.

With your direction and guidance, children will begin to
develop social studies concepts and skills, as well as build
connections across content areas.
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* Reprint 1: “Calendar Reading: A Tradition That Begs
Remodeling”

* Handout 12: “Putting it All Together: A Lesson Plan”
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